
       WELCOME to St. James Lutheran Church   
We ask you to, if you wish,…… 
 

  PRINT THE ATTACHED BULLETIN…to follow along with Sunday’s Service.  
As you are worshipping from home, you are invited to set aside a sacred space for worship. 

Light a candle and set out your bread and wine. 
 

            Worship Service - Streaming live @ 9:30am or watch later! 
 

      Click on image      OR 
FB Search: Saint James Lutheran Church of Columbus, Montana 

 

   Click on image or the link below to be directed to our website:                                                         
www.lutheranchurchcolumbusmt.org   
 **On the website, scroll down to “Click here for the St. James FB link” 

 

To our faithful followers at home or wherever you are, PLEASE let us know you are watching by writing a 

post or give your name.  We’d love to hear from you!  

 

  

 

St. James Lutheran Church 

205 E 1st Ave. N.        Columbus, MT 59019    (406) 321-5100 

                            Leader: Pastor Tonia Fisher 
                Email: toniafisherclarkmt@gmail.com 
Our Mission: “We worship together, grow in faith,  
                      share our faith and serve with the love of God”        

    Sunday February 11th, 2024 –   
                          Transfiguration of Our Lord  
 

Welcome, Announcements & Opportunities for Serving  
                  “Happy are those who hear the joyful call to worship, for they will  

walk in the light of your presence, LORD…You are their glorious strength.   
It pleases you to make us strong.” (Ps 89:15,17) 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all        ……..and also be with you. 
 

Let us stand, as you are able, and prepare our hearts for worship  

     GATHERING 
Confession & Forgiveness  
Holy God, we confess we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free.  We hoard 
resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways which silence others.  
We are silent when we should speak up.  We keep score in our hearts.  We let hurts grow into 
hatred.  For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
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Gathering Hymn: ELW #532 “Gather Us In”   

 
 

Prayer of the Day   
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. 
Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 
 

 



WORD 
 

Hear the 1st Reading:2 Kings 2:1-12  
1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way 
from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As 
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of 
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take 
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for 
the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to 
him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; 
be silent.” 6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the 
company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side 
and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, 
“Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share 
of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, 
it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of 
fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and 
crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he 
grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

   Word of Wisdom, Word of God.  THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

Read Psalm 50:1-6 responsively by whole verse  
1The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 2Out of 
Zion, perfect in its beauty, God shines forth in glory. 3Our God will come and will not keep silence; 

with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.4God calls the heavens and the 
earth from above to witness the judgment of the people. 5“Gather before me my loyal followers, those 

who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 6The heavens declare the rightness of 
God’s cause, for it is God who is judge.  
 
 

Hear the 2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves 
as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ 

   Word of Wisdom, Word of God.  THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 
 

Please stand, as you are able, to welcome the Gospel   

The Gospel Acclamation: ELW #151          
      We sing: Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.   

The Gospel according to Mark:     
                We sing the response after the announcement: “Glory to you, O Lord” 
Mark 9:2-9 
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on 
earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then 
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.  7Then a cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when 
they looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 9As they were coming down the 



mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from 
the dead. 

The Gospel of the Lord:  
               We sing the response after the conclusion: “Praise to you, O Christ” 

 
Sermon: “Only Jesus” 
 

Reflection Hymn: ELW #315 “How Good Lord to Be Here” 

 
Apostle’s Creed   ELW #105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the  

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven.  He is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   
 
 
 

Prayers of the People  
After each petition:   P: Lord in your mercy,   C: hear our prayer  

        After last petition:        All: AMEN. 

 

Passing of the Peace       …….and we say: and also with you. 
 
 
 

MEAL  
           ….we thank you for your faithfulness to St. James in sharing your tithes and 
offerings and allowing us to do God’s work with our hands. 
 

Bread & Wine and Our Gifts are brought forward…….  while we sing  

The Offering Hymn: ELW #471 “Let Us Break Bread Together”  



 

Offering Prayer  
 Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal.  Bless these gifts that we have gathered so 
all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for 
justice and peace.  We pray this in your name. Amen. 
 

Table Setting Hymn: ELW #494 “For the Bread Which You Have Broken”  vs 1 

 
 

Great Thanksgiving  ELW #153 

   The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise 
….we join their unending hymn:         



Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.   
AMEN. 

 

       Mystery of our Faith.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
 
 

Invitation to Communion 
In this meal of bread and wine, we believe Christ is truly present forgiving sin, reconciling us to God and one another, and giving new 
life.  Christ is host.  Christ is the one who invites us to the table even while it is properly understood as the meal of the baptized. 
 All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. 

 
As communion is distributed, you are invited to sing the following hymns:  
  

ELW #779 “Amazing Grace”   

 

 
 
 



ELW #838 “Beautiful Savior”   

 
Prayer after Communion…..    and we say: Amen. 
 

SENDING 
Benediction……  and we say: Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn: ELW #537 “On Our Way Rejoicing”   



 
Dismissal: Go in peace. Share Your Bread. Thanks be to God.   

Music Published by Permission, CCLI #11445215     
Worship Service recorded by Permission, CSPL #168651   

 

THIS SUNDAY is “Soup”er Bowl Sunday February 11th, 2024.            

 Finally, OUR fun begins! 
       Before worship service this Sunday,   

     Place your change, green or check  
in the “Team Jar” to vote for the team YOU want  

   to be the next Super Bowl Champions!   
      

SAN FRANCISCO 49ER’S vs KANSAS CITY CHIEFS   

         
 

BUT the REAL WINNER is the Columbus Senior Center receiving ALL of these proceeds!    

  ~ THEN stay after church for a “soup”er delicious coffee hour before heading home to watch the game!!! 
 
   The February Mission Offering supports the effort of Columbus Senior Center to 

serve nourishing meals in our community of Columbus.  In December 2023,  
    the Senior Center served 349 meals to members at the center.  In addition to  

in house meals, the Center prepared 356 meals for home delivery or picked up 
 at the Center. The Senior Center not only has a cost for food but there are costs    

                                         for items necessary to prepare and serve those meals and upkeep costs at the Center.   

Thank you for your generosity! 

 



A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING   
February 2024 Altar Guild: Maureen Hemphill 
February 2024 Cleaner(s): Leanne Sekora and Pat Lofing 

February 2024 Reader(s): Pat Lashley 
February 11th,2024 Communion Helper(s):    

Thank you, Pastor Tonia for serving communion at the rail last Sunday.        

February 11th,2024 Usher(s):        
Thank you, Bill Strickland for helping to usher & to commune Pastor last Sunday.              

February 11th,2024 Gate Keepers: Leslie Mullin & Mina Morse 
2024 Musician(s): Marge Sunvold & Betty Ames 
 
 
 

OPPORTUNITIES to SERVE at ST. JAMES…….. 
           Would you consider helping each Sunday with Ushering,  

       being the Reader,     assisting during Communion w/Pastor Tonia,  

                             being a member on the Altar Guild,     OR  

offering to Clean our church (with another family) one or two times per year? 
 

      If you are interested in helping, please let Donna Z. or Pastor Tonia know!!  
           More detailed information on our opportunities may be found on our website: 

www.lutheranchurchcolumbusmt.org    Click on the “Serve With Us” tab.     Thanks! 
 
 

For new prayer requests, please contact Pastor Tonia.  Text or call her at (406) 656-9557 or 
                                                                email her at toniafisherclarkmt@gmail.com 

PLEASE KEEP IN PRAYER…    
 For those hospitalized, in nursing homes and homebound, and those battling cancer or other illnesses.    

We offer continued prayers for:        
      Your healing and wisdom Lord for KayDel’s niece, Eileen; Pamela Shultz; Pastor Tonia; Joy & Larry Goehner; Jim Dickey;  
  Merridy Gauthier; LaNita Maurer; Steve Cowan; Ken & Pete Hegg; Gary Lofing; Joan Elser; and Bonny Rouse; 
     Those living with cancer: Father Fenton; Kaci Thomason; Brian Wanner; Bob Rouane; Aracelii Enano; Ashley Foster; Jenny Hansen  
   Cheff; Shane Fouhy and Sandy Yoder’s daughter in law, Lola. 
     Those with COVID and those dealing with its lasting effects.  
     The children of the world, this is a big request, but God is big.  Children who are food & home insecure. 
     Victims of violence and of natural disasters.   
                        Please pray for all of those who serve in our military domestically & overseas, 
                                                    As well as their spouses and children. 

 
 

Happy February Birthday  
Ken Carlson 2/9; Bill Strickland 2/10; Cindy Smith 2/15;   
      Jim Salte 2/18; Brian Wanner 2/19;Jason Williams 2/23 

  

Happy February Anniversary 
                        Gary & Pat Lofing 2/12;  Jim & Barb Salte 2/19; Jason & Holly Williams 2/29          
 
 

                                              **If we have your email, 
           Check your inbox for the monthly ecard!   
             Other members, check your mailbox!    
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Thank you for your prayers and generosity.  May the Lord bless you and give you peace. 
“Your faith in God’s mission for St. James is unshakeable.” 

Comparison view of YTD financials:                          
                    January 2024               Actual Income:    $4,451.00          Actual Expenses:  $8,985.87       
 

                 We are BELOW on Income for meeting YTD EXPENSES   $4,534.87 
 

FOR YOUR REVIEW AND PRAYER………. 
February 4th Offering gratefully received:    $1,440.00 

                                 Total received so far this month      $1,440.00         

Continued reminder of how to give your monthly tithe or offering to your church…... 
            Mail your offering to the church; Take your offering to the parsonage; Auto pay thru your bank and Tithe.ly. 

        Tithe.ly  (click on this “Tithe.ly” link – takes you directly to St. James’ account to sign-up) 

    Remember that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever (Hebrews 13:8)                                           
 
 

We certainly hope you are  

                  Having Fun with Faith… 
We hope you are enjoying the series of “Children’s Worship Bulletins”, which are found on our website.          

                                                www.lutheranchurchcolumbusmt.org    

                     These games are geared toward all age levels, so, everyone can join in the fun!   
    PLEASE FORWARD & SHARE these bulletins with your kids, grandkids, friends & friend’s friends!!! 
 

Every Tuesday,        

           Bible Study is held at St. James  2:00pm.  
         We study the upcoming Sunday lessons.  

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE                                                                                                                                   
 

Every Wednesday, continue to watch for the Word(s) on Wednesday email with a copy of Pastor Tonia’s 
weekly message or watch recorded on our FB page.   Enjoy! 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE CHURCH OF ST. JAMES 
TO REFLECT GOD’S LOVE TO EACH OTHER 

AND TO OUR NEIGHBORS 
MORE Community Events for St. James:   

• Every Monday we are invited to join:   
     ~The Stillwater Youth Center for coffee and visiting from 8-10am.          

• Every Tuesday we are invited to attend:  
                           ~ The Women’s Adult Group at the Stillwater Youth Center at 9:30am and/or 7:00pm    

                      for an inductive study on Revelation 
                ~ Absarokee Quilting Group – 10am in the basement of the Cobblestone building.  
                      Knitters, crocheters and embroiderettes are welcome.    

• Every Wednesday we are invited to join:    
       ~ Social Hour at the Columbus Senior Center at 9:30am 
                           ~ The Stillwater Youth Center for coffee and visiting from 8-10am 
 

For more Library information, see the “Table Posters” at St. James.   
 

Join the fun each week……  

STORYTIME – EVERY WEDNESDAY @ 10AM 

is EVERY WEDNESDAY @ 1pm!                        
 

Crochet and Knit club Every Saturday starting Jan 6th from 10 – 11:30am  
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A WONDERFUL PROJECT FOR LENT …….. 
Lent begins on February 14th, with Ash Wednesday. 
 

St. James’ annual “PIGGY” Bank Program will be observed  
again during this time of Lent.  

 Piggy banks will be available for pick-up  ON Sunday February 11th, 2024! 
        **WATCH for more information in upcoming weeks……  

 
 

FUTURE DATES:   
➢ Wednesday February 14th, 2024  - Valentine’s Day 

             Also, February 14th, 2024 – Ash Wednesday @ St. James  7pm 

           FYI - Wednesday Lent Services start Feb 21st. 

➢ February 18th, 2024 – March 17th, 2024 – 5 Sundays in Lent 

** Sign-up to provide soup and bread and be the host each Wednesday. 

  

 

 

Sunday March 10th, 2024  

 

  

                     Tuesday March 19th, 2024 

 

 

 

 Sunday March 24th, 2024  

 
 

Holy Week:  Maunday Thursday Service - March 28th, 2024 @ UCC  7pm 

                Good Friday Service - March 29th, 2024 @ St. James  7pm 

             

   Easter Sunday is March 31st, 2024.  

        Sunrise Service (east hill)  7am 

            Brunch @ St. James 8am  
         (compliments of the church council)  

         EASTER SERVICE @ 9:30am 
 


